Stars exposed

Chris Herden interviews celebrity photographer Douglas
Kirkland ahead of his exhibition at Brisbane Festival
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f anyone can make the bold claim
of having worked with more stars
than there are in heaven, then that
person would have to be awardwinning photographer Douglas
Kirkland. His portfolio showcases
the biggest names in film, music
and art; Marilyn Monroe, Audrey
Hepburn, Brigitte Bardot, Andy
Warhol, Mick Jagger, John Lennon,
Orson Welles, Oliver Stone, Robert
Redford, Sophia Loren, Peter
O’Toole, Jack Nicholson, Twiggy,
Nicole Kidman and countless others.
“Did I imagine my career would
unfold like this? In one word – no,”
says a modest Kirkland. “I’m now
75 and still can’t believe it has
happened this way.”
Born in Canada, Kirkland began
his celebrity snapping apprenticeship
in New York with Look, a bi-weekly
lifestyle publication. He was the
second youngest photographer
the magazine ever hired. (Stanley
Kubrick, the film director, was the

youngest.) In 1961, Kirkland coaxed
a reclusive Elizabeth Taylor, who had
not been photographed for years, to
letting him take her picture. That
photo session was the beginning of
Kirkland’s phenomenal success in
portraiture and film photography. And
that, as Kirkland says, “was like a
catapult of good fortune”.
Brisbane Festival 2010, in
conjunction with the Queensland Art
Gallery, will present the first major
Australian retrospective of Kirkland’s
photography. The exhibition, at the
Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA) from 11
September, features some of his most
memorable work and demonstrates
his uncanny ability to break through
his subject’s protective cocoon;
enticing their soul through his lens.
A highlight of the exhibition
will be a series of shots Kirkland
took during the making of Michael
Jackson’s Thriller. He captures the
mercurial pop star in various guises
of costume and make-up throughout

the production of the seminal
music video. A series of
provocative images of Marilyn
Monroe will also be on show.
“Marilyn was delightful, very
friendly, not the superstar I
anticipated,” he says. “She made
it very easy for me because I was
embarrassed. She said ‘I know what
we need; we need a bed and some
Dom Perignon, Frank Sinatra records
and a white silk sheet because that’s
all I am going to wear.’ For a young
man that was terribly exciting.”
The collection reveals a sultry
Hollywood bombshell seductively
teasing the camera. “It was like
a fantasy,” Kirkland recalls. “She
was ethereal – like she stepped
through the room in slow motion.
She was blinding and truly superb
to photograph. There I was, within
arms reach of Marilyn and she had
nothing on but that white sheet,
which would frequently fall off.”
While travelling with Judy
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Garland, Kirkland caught a glimpse
of the tears and inner turmoil that
had plagued the famed movie star
for much of her life. “On the last day
I said to her – ‘Judy, I’ve been with
you for a few weeks, I’ve seen you
totally in control of the audience,
they loved you and the next day
you’re in a wheelchair, broken.’ I
wanted to get some quieter and
sadder pictures but I never realised
it would come to that level.”
Another picture shows a cheeky
John Lennon, anti-war activist,
dressed in army uniform during the
filming of How I Won The War. “It
was between takes and John was

00

Heavily Reduced $3,9

Cosh Living represent leading international outdoor furniture brands, all synonymous

with style, quality and comfort. The latest European trends in contemporary outdoor furniture
are now available at your finger tips. Be Inspired. Visit your nearest showroom or online.
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Art from the Margins
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cheerful. I never saw her
unpleasant with anyone.”
Kirkland has shot stills
for more than 160 films
including Titanic, 2001:
A Space Odyssey, Out Of
B
Africa and Moulin Rouge.
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“I enjoyed photographing
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Angelina Jolie. She was working
on a movie in Vancouver and told
about
the producers ‘I will do whatever
five metres
you want but I want to do some
from me, just relaxing. I yelled to
pictures with Douglas to match the
him, he turned with that innocent
Marilyn ones’. One of the pictures
smile and one click and that was it.”
in the exhibition is of Angelina
Kirkland’s portfolio reads like a
doing her version of Marilyn.”
who’s who of the rich and famous
Kirkland says his secret to
and much of his work includes
success is to be 100 per cent
instantly recognisable iconic images
prepared with his equipment so that
of Hollywood greats. “Audrey
he can focus on the person in front
Hepburn was the most wonderful
of him and have a conversation with
woman and real person I have ever
them as he works. “I always hope to
known,” he says with fondness. “She
do pictures which are accurate to
was the jewel of them all. She didn’t
the people and if it’s someone I don’t
have affectations and was easy to
know I try to learn as much about
get along with, always ready, always
the person as possible.”

An exhibition with a difference,
showcasing the artistic talent of
Queenslanders living on the streets
at the following venues:
Inala Community Art Gallery and
Cultural Centre Corsair Avenue,
Inala and Brisbane Institute of Art,
Windsor from Saturday 11 September
to Saturday 25 September 10am4pm and at Albert Street Uniting
Church, Brisbane from Saturday 11
September to Friday 24 September
10am-4pm

Barambah to Boundary
An exhibition of pottery and ceramic art
created by communities of Brisbane and
Cherbourg, plus featuring art installation
by Debbie Taylor
VENUE Kuril dhagun, State Library of
Queensland, South Brisbane
WHEN Wednesday 15 September to
Saturday 25 September from 10am daily
Barambah to
Boundary

GOA Billboards Project
See the stunning results of this
students’ artwork project at local
shopping centres and libraries during
Brisbane Festival. Young artists
have created works that have been
transformed into giant goa billboards
around Brisbane. Come to the
winner announcement presentation
at West End…LIVE on Sunday 19
September at 1pm.

‘where we from...’
Banners Project
A art installation exploring contemporary
Indigenous connections to land, culture
and identity in an urban environment.
VENUE Kuril dhagun, State Library of
Queensland, South Brisbane
WHEN Wednesday 15 September to
Saturday 25 September from 10am daily
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C

• Over $9,500 extra valueº • SIDI Direct Injection V6
• 6-speed automatic • 18" alloy wheels# • Bluetooth®
• Rear park assist • Leather appointed seats

$33,990

Driveaway,nomoretopay*

$34,490
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As shown with prestige paint

RUNOUT
Commodore Runout on now!

Petrol or
diesel for the
same price.

Cruze CD

• Fuel economy from just 7.0L/100km◊ • Electronic Stability
Control (ESC) • USB & iPod® compatibilityÝ • 6 airbags
including side curtain airbags • Cruise control

Bonus alloy wheels
valued at $1,260.

$22,990
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Captiva
C
ti 7 SX AWD

• 3.2L V6 engine or 2.0L Turbo Diesel • 5-speed automatic
with Active Select• 7 seats • Electronic Stability Control
(ESC) • Dual front & side curtain airbags • 17" alloy wheels#

Bonus electric sunroof
& side steps valued at $2,260.

$36,490

Driveaway,nomoretopay*
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Colorado LT-R
LT R 4x4 Crew Cab Pick Up
• 3.0L Turbo Diesel engine • 16" alloy wheels
• Sports bar & side steps • Soft tonneau cover
• Rear park assist • Bluetooth®

$43,490
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Huge 3 tonne towing!

Search ‘Holden offers’ for great deals.
Things you need to know: 1. Max. sale price for Commodore International. 2. Max. sale price for Cruze CD petrol manual. 3. Max. sale price for Captiva 7 SX AWD petrol or diesel automatic. 4. Max. sale price for Colorado LT-R 4x4 Crew Cab Pick Up turbo diesel manual. Offers
ff available
l bl on
models delivered before 31/08/10, unless extended, or while stocks last at participating Holden Dealers. Holden reserves the right to change or extend these offers. Not available with other offers. Private or ABN buyers only. *Recommended driveaway price includes 12 months private
registration, 12 months compulsory third party insurance, dealer delivery and stamp duty. #Steel spare wheel. Bluetooth® is a registered trademark and logo of Bluetooth® SIG, Inc. Check holden.com.au to determine your phone’s compatibility. ºExtra value based on RRP of discount and
extras. ◊Fuel economy for manual only based on ADR 81/02 testing for combined urban/extra urban driving. Fuel consumption depends on factors such as traffic conditions, vehicle condition, vehicle load and your driving style. iPod® is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. ÝNot
all portable music devices or USBs are supported by the infotainment system. Please check with your Holden Dealer. HRE0573_HP7_B_BMAG
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