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the first-response team which protected houses 
threatened by the blaze. 

“What many people don’t consider is how 
a bushfire can behave,” Calabrese says. “A fire 
travels faster uphill. A large fire will create its own 
wind, which in turn feeds itself. The radiated heat 
of a large fire carries far ahead and by the time the 
flames arrive everything is so hot it doesn’t take 
much for it to go up in flames.”

The unpredictable nature of bushfires is 
something Calabrese will never take for granted. 
“A wind change can turn a small grass fire into an 
horrific situation,” he says. “It’s always something 
at the back of your mind when dealing with 
grass and scrub fires and especially when you’re 
working with crews in other areas. It’s important 
to know what is going on and not get into a 
position where you don’t have an escape route.”

Calabrese and the Taringa firefighting team 
protects the St Lucia, Mount Coot-tha, Pullenvale 
and Kenmore districts and provides back-up to 
other stations. In 23 years of firefighting he has 
seen plenty of the devastation bushfires cause. 

“For people to lose their homes and 
belongings means losing everything in their 
life. For someone from the outside [it looks like] 
they’ve lost a house, but they have lost all their 
memories, trophies and images of their kids 
growing up. 

“In the same way, there is a tremendous 
satisfaction [for us] in helping someone when 
they most need it, when everything is going bad, 
turning to panic – being able to improve the 
situation and get a safe outcome for everyone 
involved.”

Brisbane City Council has carried out planned 
burns around Brisbane to minimise risk in areas 
including Chermisde Hills Reserve, Seven Hills, 
Whites Hill Reserve at Carina Heights and Banks 
Street Reserve at Dorrington and will continue to 
assess the situation through summer to detemine 

You don’t have to live in rural areas to 
be affected by bushfires. Any person 
or household close enough to burning 

material, embers and smoke is at risk. Most loss 
of life and property damage caused by bushfires 
occurs around the fringes of cities where homes 
are surrounded by flammable vegetation.

Superintendent Bernard Trembath, of the 
Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, says urban 
sprawl is one of the greatest challenges confronting 
the Brisbane region’s firefighters today.

“There has been a lot of urban expansion into 
areas that were previously bushland and, with so 
many small individual parcels of land, it is hard to 
carry out significant burn-off programs without 
imposing on people’s rights.”

Based in Brisbane for more than 20 years, 
Trembath has seen first-hand the impact on 
firefighting resources. “Now people have built 
properties right up to the edges of council forest 
areas of Mount Coot-tha and they have built right 
up into the hills of Upper Brookfield and outskirts 
of Pullenvale.”

On a map prepared by the Rural Fire Service 
for Brisbane City Council areas west of The Gap, 
Ferny Hills, Kenmore Hills and south around 
Mount Cotton are at highest risk of bushfires. 

According to the Weather Channel’s chief 
meteorologist, Dick Whitaker, the south east 
experienced it’s driest three months over winter in 
two years and predicts this summer will be hotter 
and drier, increasing the fire danger. “We have a 
tremendous amount of undergrowth from the last 
two years because of the rain and it has dried out 
quite a bit,” he says.

Fears of a horror fire season for Brisbane 
loomed a few weeks ago when six rural fire crews 
and three Brisbane City Council fire crews spent 
two days keeping a bushfire in check in Upper 
Brookfield. Frank Calabrese (on our cover), station 
officer at Taringa Fire Station, was a member of 

Urban sprawl is putting more homes in the 
path of bushfires. Chris Herden reports
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whether more planned burns are necessary. 
Meanwhile Bernard Trembath is looking even 

further ahead for fire risk. “Historically, after a 
run of a couple of good years of wet summers like 
we’ve just experienced, it takes about two years 
for soil moisture to dry out and the fuels to dry. 
We’ll probably be facing some serious bushfires 
activity two years from now.”

WIN

The Sofitel Gold Coast Hotel 
exudes five-star luxury and 
sophistication, offering a slice of 

French chic in the centre of bustling 
Broadbeach and just metres from 
the beach. There are many reasons 
to enjoy the Sofitel this summer in 
luxurious accommodation and 
the bonus of $100 hotel credit to 
use during your stay, perhaps on 
a Room81 dinner, a room upgrade 
or other treats. For information on 
package deals until 31 January 2013 
see www.sofitelgoldcoast.com.au. 

bmag has a Magnifique 
Romance Package to win. The prize 
includes one night accommodation 
for two in Sofitel’s Prestige Suite 
(pictured above) with a bottle of 
Moet & Chandon champagne on 
arrival, breakfast and dinner for two, 
valet parking and late check-out.
Prize value $1200.

How to enter 
Simply enter online at www.bmag.com.au or send 
your name, address and daytime telephone details 
on the back of an envelope to Sofitel Gold Coast, 
bmag, PO Box 477, Albion, 4010. Entries close 5pm 
Friday 9 November 2012. Entrants agree to receive 
future promotional offers from bmag. 
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Getaway
Just a few hours of household maintenance 
over a couple of weekends is enough to be 
better prepared to survive a bushfire. Follow 
these tips to reduce risk:

•  Don’t dump garden waste and other 
flammables in adjoining bushland areas

•  Maintain a fuel-free zone around your 
fence line and a clear space around 
buildings

• Clean decks, gutters and roof valleys
•  Clear and remove undergrowth, 

overhanging trees and shrubs, move 
woodpiles away from the house

•  Ensure good access to water around 
the house (such as water from tanks 
and swimming pools) but don’t rely on 
electric pumps and town water services 
which can fail during fire emergencies. 
Does your water tank have a 50mm 
camlock fitted so that firefighters can use 
it if needed?

•  Remove door mats made of flammable 
materials

•  Checking all doors, screens, windows 
and vents are in good condition

•  Making sure you have appropriate 
firefighting equipment

•  Prepare a bushfire survival plan  
(see www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au).

PRoteCt yoUR 
PRoPeRty

For more infomration about planned burns and how to 
be prepared for bushfires see www.brisbane.qld.gov.au.


