
BEST IN SHOW
Cinderella
Set amongst the grime and bustle of Dickensian London, there are no 
glass slippers or fairy godmothers in Rossini’s version of the legendary 
rags-to-riches fairytale. This is the first of several co-productions 
between Opera Queensland and New Zealand Opera. From 6 to 26 July at 
Conservatorium Theatre, Griffith University, South Bank. Tickets $68.85 
to $123.35. Call 136 246 or book online at www.operaq.com.au.

Giselle
Giselle is an innocent village girl who dies of a broken heart. When her 
remorseful suitor visits her moonlit grave, he is set upon by the vengeful 
Myrtha and the spirtis of other women who were jilted by their lovers. 
From 21 June to 6 July at Playhouse, QPAC. After the 6.30pm performance 
on 25 June there will be a Q&A session with the creatives behind this 
Queensland Ballet production. Tickets $45 to $85 plus fee. Call 136 246 or 
book at www.qpac.com.au.

Joy, Fear and Poetry
A cast of young children share their perspectives on life and art through 
video, animation, some iPad play and live performance – a complex, and 
at times unsettling, picture of modern-day childhood. Part of the La Boite 
Indie series. From 10 to 20 July at The Loft, QUT Kelvin Grove. Tickets $22 
to $28. To book, call 3007 8600 or see www.laboite.com.au.

Salon
In the tradition of the old-style vaudeville shows, Salon features seven 
remarkable physical performers all competing to be the life of the party. 
Michelle Xen and the Neon Wild provide a bouncy pop-art soundscape. 
From 22 to 29 June at Judith Wright Centre. Tickets $22 to $34. To book 
call 3872 9000 or see www.judithwrightcentre.com.

Entertainment compiled by Chris Herden

This smart play-within-a-play was 
nominated for the Tony Award for Best 
Play 2012. Thomas (Todd MacDonald) 

is anxiously trying to find a female lead for 
his stage adaptation of the masochistic 19th 
century novel Venus in Fur. She has to be 
sexy, articulate and with a “particle of brain”. 
However, after a long day of auditions he still 
hasn’t found the purring dominatrix he is 
looking for. 

Bursting through his door at the last minute 
is another actress, Vanda. Thomas immediately 
senses another misfire as Vanda begins to 
show all the flaws he found in the others. She 
is frazzled, crude, compliant and desperate but 
Thomas takes a chance and lets her read for the 

part anyway. The power balance between the 
two gradually shifts and Thomas realises he has 
got more than he bargained for. 

The actress establishes total dominance 
over the director, exactly as in the novel. “It’s 
one of the toughest roles I’ve played, relentless, 
absolutely non-stop,” says Libby Munro of the 
Vanda character she plays in the Queensland 
Theatre Company production. “She is up and 
down stairs, moving furniture, speaking in 
different dialects and playing this cat-and-
mouse game. The show deals with the concept 
of masochism through verbal power play.” 

From 22 June to 27 July at Cremorne Theatre 
QPAC. Tickets $45 to $65 plus fee. Call 136 246 
or book online www.qpac.com.au.
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