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Brisbane-based practice Wilsons Architects wins another top award 

Wilson Architects with Architect North won a Public Architecture Award at the 2014 State 

Architecture Awards announced on Friday. The Australian Institute of Architects judging committee 

said the design of James Cook University’s Education Central is – “the result of an intense 

reassessment by the architect and the university as to how contemporary students can learn.” The 

Institute praised the resulting building and spaces as being extraordinarily diverse and effective in 

providing an enormously successful learning environment. 

Built on a central site of Townsville campus, where previously a sports complex with squash courts 

was located, the two-storey, multi-million dollar Education Central opened its doors to students last 

year. During initial planning of the facility the design team and JCU teaching staff embarked on a 

comprehensive research program, including student interviews and consultation, to determine a 

campus upgrade that would improve student services and support contemporary methods of 

teaching and learning.  

“There was an opportunity to create an environment that better reflected JCU’s tropical identity,” 

lead architect Hamilton Wilson said at the awards presentation. “Education Central is the new front 

door to the university.” 

It was only last month that Education Central was acknowledged for its excellence as a major new 

education construction project. That award was announced by the Council of Educational Facility 

Planners International (CEFPI) Australasia Limited in Adelaide.  

Wilson Architects also received a Public Architecture Commendation at last week’s State Awards for 

its design of an extension to the University of Queensland’s Michie Building.  

The firm is making inroads overseas as well – winning an international competition to design a city 

hall facility for the Miri City Council in Sarawak, Malaysia. 

This year Wilson Architects, recognised as one of Australia’s oldest architectural dynasties, 

celebrates 130 years of continuous practice. 
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